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DECI SION OF THE COUNCI L OF THE AUTHORI TY CONCERNI NG THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE LEGAL AND TECHNI CAL COVM SSI ON

The Council of the International Seabed Authority,

Recalling that, at its 58th neeting on 26 August 1999, the Counci
approved the rules of procedure of the Legal and Technical Conm ssion, as
contained in document |SBA/5/C/L.1/Rev.2, with the exception of rules 6 and

53,

Havi ng exani ned the aforenentioned rules 6 and 53 during the resuned
si xth session of the Authority,

Noting that the rules of procedure of the Legal and Technical Comm ssion
shall enter into force on the date of their approval by the Council

Approves the rules of procedure of the Legal and Technical Comr ssion as
contained in the annex to the present docunent.

68t h neeting
13 July 2000
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Annex
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE LEGAL AND TECHNI CAL COVM SSI ON
I ntroductory Note
1. On 28 July 1994, the General Assenmbly of the United Nations adopted the

Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part Xl of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 (hereafter referred to as
“the Agreenent”). The Agreement has been provisionally applied since 16
Novenber 1994 and entered into force on 28 July 1996.

2. According to the Agreenent, its provisions and Part Xl of the United
Nati ons Convention of the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 (hereinafter
referred to as “the Convention”) are to be interpreted and applied together as
a single instrument; the present rules and references in the rules to the
Convention are to be interpreted and applied accordingly.

3. The Legal and Technical Conmm ssion, established under article 163 of the
Convention, shall function in accordance with the provisions of the Convention
and the Agreenment.

| . SESSI ONS

Rule 1

Frequency of sessions

The Legal and Technical Comm ssion (hereinafter referred to as “the
Conmmi ssion”) shall nmeet as often as required, including in emergency sessions,
for the efficient exercise of its functions, taking into account the
requi renent of cost-effectiveness.

Rule 2

Pl ace of sessions

The Comnmi ssion shall normally nmeet at the seat of the Authority.
Whenever circunstances warrant or the business of the Conm ssion so requires,
the Commi ssion may, in consultation with the Secretary-General, and taking
into account section 1, paragraph 2 of the annex to the Agreenent, decide to
neet el sewhere.

Rule 3

Conveni ng of sessions

Taki ng into account the provisions of rule 1, the Comr ssion shall be
convened at the request of:
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(a) The Counci l
(b) A mjority of the nenbers of the Conm ssion;
(c) The Chairman of the Conm ssion; or
(d) The Secretary- CGeneral
Rule 4

Notification of the menbers

The Secretary-General shall notify the nenbers of the Conmi ssion and the
menbers of the Authority as early as possible of the date and duration of each
session, and shall seek confirmation of their attendance.

Rule 5

Tenporary adj ournment of session

The Comnmi ssion nmay decide to adjourn any session tenporarily and resune
it at a later date.

Rule 6
Meet i ngs
The neetings of the Conmm ssion shall be held in private unless the
Conmi ssi on deci des ot herwi se. The Conmm ssion shall take into account the
desirability of hol ding open neetings when i ssues of general interest to
menbers of the Authority, which do not involve the discussion of confidentia
i nformati on, are being discussed.
1. AGENDA
Rule 7

Communi cation of the provisional agenda

The provisional agenda for each session of the Comm ssion shall be drawn
up by the Secretary-Ceneral and conmunicated to the nmenbers of the Comm ssion
and the nmenmbers of the Authority as early as possible but at least thirty days
before the opening of the session. Any subsequent change in or addition to
t he provisional agenda shall be brought to the notice of the nenbers of the
Commi ssion and to the nenbers of the Authority sufficiently in advance of the
sessi on.

Rule 8

Drawi ng up of the provisional agenda
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The provisional agenda of each session shall consist of:
(a) Al itens proposed by the Council
(b) Al itenms proposed by the Conmm ssion;
(c) Al itens proposed by the Chairman of the Commi ssion;
(d) Al itens proposed by any nenber of the Conmm ssion;
(e) Al itens proposed by the Secretary-General

Rule 9

Adoption of the agenda

At the beginning of each session, the Conmmi ssion shall adopt its agenda
for the session on the basis of the provisional agenda. The Conm ssion may, if
necessary, amend the agenda at any tinme during a session

[11. ELECTI ONS AND FUNCTI ONS
Rule 10

El ecti ons

The nenbers of the Commi ssion shall be elected by the Council in
accordance with the Convention and the rules of procedure of the Council

Rule 11

Conflict of interest

1. Menbers of the Conmi ssion shall have no financial interest in any
activity relating to exploration and exploitation in the Area.

2. Bef ore assum ng his or her duties, each nenber of the Comm ssion
shall make the following witten declaration witnessed by the Secretary-
General or his authorized representative:

“l solemly declare that | will performmy duties as a nmenber of the
Legal and Techni cal Commi ssion, honourably, faithfully, inpartially and
consci entiously.

“l further solemly declare and pronise that | shall have no financia
interest in any activity relating to exploration and exploitation in the Area.
Subj ect to nmy responsibilities to the Legal and Techni cal Comni ssion, | shal
not di sclose, even after the term nation of ny functions, any industria
secret, proprietary data which are transferred to the Authority in accordance
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with the Convention and the Agreenent, or any other confidential information
comng to my know edge by reason of my duties for the Authority.

“l shall disclose to the Secretary-General and to the Conmi ssion any
interest in any matter under discussion before the Comr ssion which m ght
constitute a conflict of interest or which m ght be inconpatible with the
requi renents of integrity and inpartiality expected of a nenber of the
Conmmi ssion and | shall refrain fromparticipating in the work of the
Conmi ssion in relation to such matter.”

Rule 12

Confidentiality

1. Subj ect to their responsibilities to the Comr ssion, nenbers of
t he Conmi ssion shall not disclose, even after the term nation of their
functions, any industrial secret, proprietary data which are transferred to
the Authority in accordance with annex Il1, article 14, of the Convention, or
any other confidential information comng to their know edge by reason of
their duties for the Authority.

2. The Commi ssion shall recomrend to the Council, for approval,
procedures on the handling of confidential data and information coming to the
know edge of nenbers of the Comm ssion by reason of their duties for the
Commi ssion. Such procedures shall be based upon the rel evant provisions of
the Convention, the rules, regul ations and procedures of the Authority and the
procedures established by the Secretary-General pursuant thereto in order to
carry out his responsibility to nmaintain the confidentiality of such data and
i nformati on.

3. The duty of the nenbers of the Conmi ssion not to disclose
confidential information constitutes an obligation in respect of that nenber
and shall remain an obligation after the expiration or term nation of that
menber’s functions for the Conmi ssion.

Rul e 13

Enforcement of rules relating to conflict of interest
and confidentiality

1. The Secretary-General shall provide the Commi ssion and the Counci
with all necessary assistance in enforcing the rules on conflict of interest
and confidentiality.

2. In the event of an alleged breach of the obligations relating to
conflict of interest and confidentiality by a nmenber of the Comm ssion, the
Council may institute appropriate proceedi ngs and shall make known its
findi ngs and recomendati ons.

Rule 14

Exerci se of functions
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The Comm ssion shall exercise its functions in accordance with these
Rul es and such gui delines as the Council may adopt fromtinme to tine.

Rul e 15

Consul tati ons

In the exercise of its functions, the Comnmi ssion may, where appropriate,
consult another comnm ssion, any conpetent organ of the United Nations or of
its specialized agencies or any international organi zations with conpetence in
the subject-matter of such consultation

V. OFFI CERS
Rule 16

El ecti on and term of Chairnman

1. Each year at the first session, the Conmi ssion shall elect a
Chai rman and a Vi ce-Chairman from anong its nenbers.

2. The Chairman and the Vi ce-Chairman shall be elected for a term of
one year. They shall be eligible for re-election

Rule 17

Acti ng Chairnan

In the absence of the Chairnman, the Vice-Chairnman shall take the place
of the Chairman. |[|f the Chairnan ceases to hold office pursuant to rule 18,
the Vice-Chairman shall take his or her place until the election of a new
Chai r man.

Rul e 18

Repl acement of the Chairnman

If the Chairman ceases to be able to carry out his or her functions or
ceases to be a menber of the Conm ssion, a new Chairman shall be el ected for
the remai nder of the term

Rule 19

Functi ons of the Chairnman

1. The Chairman shall preside over the neetings of the Conmi ssion as
provi ded for under rule 29 of these Rules.

2. The Chairman, or any other nenber designated by the Conmi ssion
shall represent the Conmission in that capacity in the Council and, at the
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invitation of the Council, shall attend neetings of the Council and respond to
qgquestions when a matter of particular relevance or conplexity relating to the
wor k of the Comm ssion is under consideration by the Council

3. Such attendance shall not preclude the hol ding of concurrent
neeti ngs of the Council and the Conm ssion.

Rul e 20

Exerci se of the Chairman’s functions

The Chairman, in the exercise of his or her functions and powers as
provi ded for under rules 19 and 29, renmins under the authority of the
Conmi ssi on.

V. SECRETARI AT

Rule 21

Duties of the Secretary-Cenera

1. The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all neetings
of the Conm ssion. The Secretary-Ceneral may designate a nenber of the
Secretariat to act as his or her representative. The Secretary-General shal
perform such other administrative functions as are requested of himor her by
t he Conmi ssi on.

2. The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required
by the Conmission, taking into account to the greatest extent possible the
requi renents of econony and efficiency, and be responsible for all the
arrangenents that may be necessary for its neetings.

3. The Secretary-General shall keep the nenbers of the Conmi ssion
i nformed of any matter which is dealt with by other organs of the Authority
and which may be of interest to the Conmm ssion.

4, The Secretary-General shall provide to the Conmi ssion, at its
request, reports on questions specified by the Comn ssion

Rul e 22

Duties of the Secretariat

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, reproduce and distribute
reconmendati ons, reports and other docunments of the Comm ssion; interpret
speeches nmade at the neeting; prepare and circulate, if so decided by the
Conmi ssion in accordance with rule 23, the records of the session; have
custody and proper preservation of the docunents in the archives of the
Commi ssion; and, generally, performall other admnistrative functions which
the Commi ssion nmay require.
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Rul e 23
Records and sound recordi ngs of neetings
1. The Commi ssion nmay decide to keep summary records of its neetings;

but all decisions taken by the Conmi ssion shall be duly included in the
publ i shed records of the Comm ssion. As a general rule they shall be
circulated as soon as possible to all nmenbers of the Conm ssion, who shal
informthe Secretariat within five working days after the circulation of the
summary record of any changes they wi sh to have made.

2. The Secretariat shall nmake and retain sound recordi ngs of the
nmeeti ngs of the Commi ssion when it so decides.
V. LANGUAGES
Rul e 24

Languages of the Comni ssion

Arabi c, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the
| anguages of the Conmi ssion.

Rul e 25

Interpretation

Speeches nmade in any of the six |anguages of the Conmi ssion shall be
interpreted into the other five | anguages.

Rul e 26

Interpretation froma | anguage other than the | anguages
of the Conmi ssion

Any nmenber may make a speech in a | anguage ot her than the | anguages of
the Comrission. |In this case, he or she shall hinself or herself provide for
interpretation into one of the | anguages of the Conmmi ssion. |Interpretation
into the other | anguages of the Conmi ssion by the interpreters of the
Secretariat may be based on the interpretation given in the first such
| anguage.

Rul e 27

Languages of reconmendati ons and reports

Al l reconmendati ons and reports of the Comm ssion shall be published in
t he | anguages of the Commi ssion.

VI'1. CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS
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Rul e 28

Quorum
A majority of the menmbers of the Conmm ssion shall constitute a quorum
Rul e 29

Power s of the Chairman

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon himor her el sewhere
in these Rules, the Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each
nmeeting of the Conm ssion, direct the discussions, ensure observance of these
Rul es, accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce
deci sions. The Chairman shall rule on points of order and, subject to these
Rul es, shall have conplete control of the proceedings of the Comm ssion and
over the mmintenance of order at its neetings. The Chairman may, in the course
of the discussion of an item propose to the Conmission the limtation of tine
to be allowed to speakers, the limtation of the nunmber of tinmes each nmenber
may speak on any question, the closure of the Iist of speakers or the closure
of the debate. The Chairman nmay al so propose the suspension or the
adj ournnent of the meeting or of the debate on the question under discussion.

Rul e 30
Speeches
The Chairman shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify
their desire to speak. The Chairman may call a speaker to order if his or her
remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion.

Rul e 31

Statenents by the Secretari at

The Secretary-General, or a nmenber of the Secretariat designated by the
Secretary-Ceneral as his or her representative, may at any time nmake either
oral or witten statenments to the Comm ssion concerning any questions under
consideration by it.
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Rul e 32

Poi nts of order

During the discussion of any matter, a nmenber nay rise to a point of
order, and the point of order shall be imediately decided by the Chairman in
accordance with the rules of procedure. A nmenber nay appeal against the ruling
of the Chairman. The appeal shall be imediately put to the vote, and the
Chairman’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the nenbers
present and voting. A menber rising to a point of order may not speak on the
subst ance of the matter under discussion.

Rul e 33

Time limt on speeches

The Commrission may limt the tine to be allowed to each speaker and the
nunber of tinmes each nenber may speak on any question. Before a decision is
taken, two nmenbers may speak in favour of, and two against, a proposal to set
such limts. When the debate is |imted and a menber exceeds his or her
allocated time, the Chairman shall call himor her to order without del ay.

Rul e 34

Closing of |ist of speakers

During the course of a debate, the Chairman nay announce the |ist of
speakers and, with the consent of the Commi ssion, declare the |ist closed. The
Chai rman may, however, accord the right of reply to any nenber if a speech
delivered after he or she has declared the list closed makes this desirable.

Rul e 35

Adj our nnent of debate

During the discussion of any matter, a nmenber may nove the adj ournment
of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to the proposer of the
notion, two nmenbers may speak in favour of, and two against, the notion, after
whi ch the notion shall be inmediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limt
the tine to be allowed to speakers under this rule.

Rul e 36

Cl osure of debate

A nmenber may at any tinme nove the closure of the debate on the question
under di scussion, whether or not any other nmenber has signified his wish to
speak. Perm ssion to speak on the notion shall be accorded only to two nenbers
opposi ng the closure, after which the notion shall be imediately put to the
vote. If the Commission is in favour of the closure, the Chairman shal
declare the closure of the debate. The Chairman nmay limt the time to be
all owed to nmenmbers under this rule.
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Rul e 37

Suspensi on or adj ournnment of the neeting

During the discussion of any matter, a nmenber nay nove the suspension or
t he adj ournnment of the nmeeting. Such notions shall not be debated, but shal
be imediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limt the tine to be all owed
to the speaker noving the suspension or adjournnment of the neeting.

Rul e 38

Order of procedural notions

Subj ect to rule 32, the follow ng notions shall have precedence in the
foll owing order over all other proposals or notions before the neeting:

(a) To suspend the neeting;

(b) To adjourn the neeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion
Rul e 39

Proposal s and anendnent s

Proposal s and anendnents shall normally be subnmitted in witing to the
Secretary-Ceneral, who shall circulate copies to the nenbers of the
Conmmi ssion. As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the
vote at any neeting of the Conm ssion unless copies of it have been circul ated
to all members not later than twenty-four hours before the meeting. The
Chai rman nmay, however, pernmit the discussion and consideration of amendnents,
or of notions as to procedure, even though such anendnents and notions have
not been circulated or have only been circul ated the sane day.

Rul e 40

Deci si on on conpet ence

Subj ect to rule 38, any notion calling for a decision on the conpetence
of the Conm ssion to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to the vote
before a decision is taken on the proposal in question.

Rule 41

Wt hdrawal of proposals and notions

A proposal or a nmotion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any tine
before voting on it has comrenced, provided that it has not been anmended. A
proposal or a notion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any nenber.



| SBA/ 6/ C/ 9
Engli sh
Page 12
Rule 42

Reconsi derati on of proposals

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsi dered
at the sane neeting unless the Commission, by a mgjority of the nenbers
present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a notion to reconsider
shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the notion, after which it
shall be imediately put to the vote.

VI 1. DECI SI ON- MAKI NG
Rul e 43

Voting rights

Each nmenber of the Comm ssion shall have one vote.
Rul e 44

Deci si on- maki ng by consensus and voting

1. As a general rule, decision-making in the Conmnm ssion should be by
consensus.
2. If all efforts to reach a decision by consensus have been

exhausted, decisions by voting shall be taken by a npjority of menbers present
and voti ng.

3. For the purpose of this rule, “consensus” neans the absence of any
formal objection.

Rul e 45

Meani ng of the phrase “nenbers present and voting”

For the purposes of these Rules, the phrase “nmenbers present and voting”
means nenbers present at the neeting and casting an affirmative or negative
vote. Menbers who abstain fromvoting shall be considered as not voting.

Rul e 46

Recommendati ons to the Counci

Recommendations to the Council shall, wherever necessary, be acconpanied
by a summary on the divergences of opinion in the Comm ssion

Rul e 47

Met hod of voting
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1. The Conmmi ssion shall, in the absence of nmechanical neans for
voting, vote by show of hands, but any nmenber nay request a roll-call. The

roll-call shall be taken in the English al phabetical order of the names of the
menbers participating in that session, beginning with the menber whose nane is
drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name of each nmenber shall be called in any
roll-call, and the nenber shall reply “yes” or “no” or “abstention”. The
result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the English

al phabetical order of the nanes of the nenbers.

2. When the Commi ssion votes by nechani cal nmeans, a non-recorded vote
shall replace a vote by show of hands and a recorded vote shall replace a
roll-call vote. Any nenber may request a recorded vote. In the case of a
recorded vote, the Conmi ssion shall, unless a nenber requests otherw se,
di spense with the procedure of calling out the nanes of the nenbers;
neverthel ess, the result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the
same manner as that of a roll-call vote

Rul e 48

Conduct during voting

After the Chairman has announced the begi nning of voting, no nenber
shall interrupt the voting, except on a point of order in connection with the
actual process of the voting.

Rul e 49

Expl anati on of vote

Menbers may nmeke brief statenents consisting solely of explanations of
their votes before the voting has cormmenced or after the voting has been
conpl eted. The nmenber sponsoring a proposal or notion shall not speak in
expl anation of vote thereon, except if it has been anmended.

Rul e 50

Di vi si on of proposals and anmendnents

A nmenber may nove that parts of a proposal or of an amendnent shoul d be
vot ed upon separately. If objection is made to the request for division, the
nmotion for division shall be voted upon. Permnission to speak on the notion for
di vision shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two speakers
against. If the nmotion for division is carried, those parts of the proposal or
of the amendnments which are approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole.
If all operative parts of the proposal or of the anendnents have been
rej ected, the proposal or the amendnments shall be considered to have been
rejected as a whol e.

Rul e 51

Order of voting on anendnents
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When an amendnment is noved to a proposal, the amendnent shall be voted
upon first. When two or nore anendnents are noved to a proposal, the
Conmi ssion shall first vote on the amendment furthest renoved in substance
fromthe original proposal and then on the amendrment next furthest renoved
therefrom and so on until all the amendnments have been put to the vote.
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily inplies the
rej ecti on of another amendnent, the |atter anmendnment shall not be put to the
vote. If one or nore anmendnents are adopted, the anended proposal shall then
be voted upon. A notion is considered an anendnment to a proposal if it merely
adds to, deletes fromor revises part of the proposal
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Rul e 52

Order of voting on proposals

If two or nore proposals relate to the same question, the Comm ssion
shall, unless it decides otherwi se, vote on the proposals in the order in
whi ch they have been submitted. The Comm ssion nmay, after each vote on a
proposal , deci de whether to vote on the next proposal

I X. PARTI Cl PATI ON BY NON- MEMBERS OF THE COVM SSI ON
Rul e 53

Parti ci pati on by nenbers of the Authority and entities
carrying out activities in the Area

1. Any nenber of the Authority may, with the perm ssion of the
Conmmi ssion, send a representative to attend a neeting of the Comm ssion when a
matter particularly affecting such nmenber is under consideration. For the
purpose of facilitating the work of the Conm ssion, such representative shal
be allowed to express his or her views on any such matter being considered by
t he Conmi ssi on.

2. The Commi ssion may invite any State or entity carrying out
activities in the Area for the purposes of consultation and coll aborati on,
where the Conmm ssion considers appropriate.

3. The nenbers of the Comm ssion shall, upon request by any nenber of
the Authority or other party concerned, be acconpanied by a representative of
such menber or other party concerned when carrying out their function of
supervi sion and inspection.

4, Any nenber of the Authority may make a request to the Secretary-
General to convene a neeting of the Commi ssion in order to consider a matter
of particular concern to that nenber involving an environnmental energency. The
Secretary-Ceneral shall convene the Comm ssion which shall give urgent
consideration to such matter and report to the Council as soon as possible
with its findings and recommendati ons. Any nmenber concerned with such matter
has the right to send a representative to the neeting of the Conm ssion to
express its views on the matter w thout participation in decision-nmaking,
al t hough the Comm ssion nmay determ ne that such presence be limted at certain
st ages when confidential information is being discussed.

Rul e 54

Entry into force

These Rul es of Procedure shall enter into force on the date of their
approval by the Counci l
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